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From the County: 

To give Andrew a break from writing each month, we have decided to 
give opportunities to various members of the County to highlight their 
role and work, starting this month with Kay Hill. 

ACC Support for Adults ï Kay Hill 

Whatôs my role? What am I responsible for and what do I actually do? 

Well I am responsible for looking after most of the areas that concern 
leaders and other adults in scouting.  I consider it my job to ensure that 
Scouting is as much a game for the adults as Baden Powell imagined it 
would be for young people. In outline I am responsible for the countyôs 
provision for adult training, safeguarding, inclusion and Scout Active 
Support (the successor to Scout Fellowship). 

I sometimes think of myself as the Greater Manchester East Scouting 
equivalent of a holiday rep.  Iôm there to help the adults get their 
óscouting everyday adventureô. 

 Iôm available pretty much 24 hours a day on the phone or by email 
to help solve all those little      scouting dilemmas that occur. 
Sometimes I know the answer, sometimes I need to go away and 
find out more myself and sometimes I know who better might be 
able to help. 

 I provide the opportunities and encourage people to go on trips 
(usually training) to explore areas of scouting they need to learn 
more about. 

 I help make sure all the facilities adults need to give young people a 
great time are working properly. 

The area that has filled most of my time so far has been adult training. 
Ably assisted by Andrew Hill and Barbara Murphy the Assistant County 
Training Managers we have been rethinking the provision of training for 
section leaders.   We found many people in the county werenôt getting 
what they wanted or needed from their training.  Many didnôt understand the 3 steps of training in the current scheme 
and hence were getting frustrated or just not engaging with training at all ï so the solutioné 

 We have worked with local training managers and DCôs to ensure that they work in partnership and are clear about 
how the scheme operates, as well as supporting the implementation of the new appointments process. 

 We have simplified the paperwork from 7 forms to one 

 We have run workshops for Training Advisers so they can support new leaders better. 

 We are promoting better recognition of the skills, knowledge and understanding new leaders bring to leadership, 
either from life experience, work or as a scout themselves. 

 We have raised the profile of e-learning and other methods of learning, especially for those with most of the skills 
required for a module.  

 We consulted with learners and reorganised the training offered in courses with recommendations of which 
modules might be most useful early on in leadership. (want to know more?  visit 
http://www.gmescouts.org.uk/support-for-adults/course-schedule.aspx) 

 We have set up new management systems for course bookings to make sure the right people have the right 
information at the right time. 

 We are following up those who have attended courses but havenôt gone on to validate the learning. 
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And we are not finished yeté We are working on manager and supporter training for GSLs, DCôs, ADCs and the 
County team. We are increasing the number of people trained to deliver learning. We are beginning to follow up those 
who have not yet achieved the wood-badge for their role, as this should be done within 3 years of starting it.  

As well as this I manage Suzanne Meadowcroft the County Child Protection Co-ordinator, and am in the process of 
developing the inclusion strand and look forward to supporting the county moving forward with Scout Active Support. 

I also sit on the National Adult Training Steering Group and have just started to be involved with the national diversity 
and inclusion team. 

Sometimes keeping a life-scout balance can be pretty tough, but I wouldnôt miss an opportunity. 

Want to know more?  Iôm available at supportforadults@gmescouts.org.uk 

Kay 
 

 

Sale Sharks Partnership ï Drink Aware 
Programmes (for Explorer Scout Section) 

Side Stepping Alcohol Misuse is an innovative new project developed by the 12 Premiership clubs in partnership with 
Drink aware. The project is aimed at young people aged 13-19 to help tackle issues surrounding alcohol misuse. 

Itôs part of a large rugby-based programme that is being rolled out across local youth groups delivering key messages 
on alcohol misuse. The messages include the effects of alcohol on the body, how to count units and the consequences 
of anti-social behaviour as a result of drinking.  Resources have been produced with the input of Premiership players. 

Sale Sharks are committed to working with the Explorer Scout Section within our County, and have agreed to deliver:- 

 5 x venues x 6 week block x 2 hourôs sessions. 

 Targeting 13-19 year olds (Explorer Scout Section). 

 Drink Aware alcohol message sessions will be combined the with tag rugby training. 

 Maximum 30 participants per session. 

 1 rugby-tag festival planned later in the year for all participating Explorer Scout Units to come together. 

For more information on the Sale Sharks Drink Aware programme, please visit http://www.salesharks.com/community-
drinkaware/ 

NOTE: it is first come, first served.  However, I would prefer that local Explorer Scout Units pool together and contact 
me with a booking of up to 30 participants per session. 

To reserve a 6 week block of sessions for your Explorer Scout Unit, please contact: 

John Dawson 

Assistant County Commissioner (Scouts) 
Mobile ï 07726 170875 or E-mail ï scouts@gmescouts.org.uk 
 

STOP PRESS; STOP PRESSé  
Places are still available on the Module 25 Assessing 
learning course. Two Monday evenings the 8

th
 and 15

th
 

March 7.30-9.30 at county office. FREE. The first 
evening covers how the training scheme works, the 
second covers working as a training adviser. 

Bookings (name, membership number and contact 
details) ASAP to learning@gmescouts.org.uk 

 

Congratulations to the follow people for 
achieving their Wood badges this month 

 
Steven Gordon, CSL, Cheadle 
Trevor Pile, ADC, Ladybrook 
Jonathan Smith, CSL, Ladybrook 
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Snorkelling Instructor Training 

Over the weekend of the 27th and 28th of March BSAC are running a training 
weekend at Kirkby Lonsdale. The course is open to anyone over 14, including 
Leaders, and no prior snorkelling skills are required.  

The format is that on Saturday morning students are taught snorkelling and gain 
the BSAC Snorkel Diver Qualification. Saturday afternoon and Sunday, they are 
taught the principles of instruction in the classroom and pool. There is an 

assessment on Sunday and at the end of the course/assessment students gain the Snorkel 
Instructor Qualification. 

I have now taught on two of these courses in this (new) format and all the students have been 
really positive about it. There are a lot of transferable skills taught - the classroom teaching really 
helps with DoE and Queens Scout presentation skills! 

Contact either Andrew Procter (aprocter@maxendele.freeserve.co.uk) or Alex Rennie at BSAC HQ 
0151 3506260 or Alexr@bsac.com 

 

SCOUT SECTION - WINTER WEEKEND CAMP 

22ND ï 24TH JANUARY 2010 

This yearôs Winter Weekend Camp was a great ï if cold ï experience. This was our eleventh Winter 
Weekend Camp, and it has become firmly established in the Countyôs Calendar. 

On the Saturday evening over 170 Scouts and Leaders went to Avondale 
Leisure Centre for an evening of swimming, basketball and football. 

In total, 126 Scouts and 46 Leaders from 17 Troops across the County 
descended on Linnet Clough for the weekend.  The Scouts took part in a 
wide range of activities from archery to bouldering, shooting, the low-
ropes course and taking the high-adrenalin experience of high-ropes 
challenges on ñThe Cubeò. 

It is a fact that more Scouts quit Scouting during the winter months than 
at any other time because they donôt get opportunities for outdoor fun 

and adventure.  Well this camp certainly gave them the opportunities. 

The temperature dropped to below zero on Friday night and the Scouts were awarded the Polar Bear 
Award. 

If you were there this year Iôm sure we will see you again next year ï and if you missed out this year, make 
a note of it for next year ï 21st-23rd January, 2011. 

And finally, a huge thank you to all the leaders and members of the Linnet Clough Service Team who 
helped throughout the Weekend. 

John Dawson,  

Assistant County Commissioner (Scouts) 
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NEWS FROM THE CLOUGH 

Site Services Weekend 

The recent Site Services weekend was a huge success with over 30 Scouts and Explorers spending the 

weekend on site learning how to maintain equipment and doing vital maintenance. All Scouts gained the 

Campsite Service badge and one Explorer was the first to achieve the Activity Centre Service badge. Thank 

you and well done to everyone. 

Our next weekend will be held on 19-21
st
 November (please note the change of date). If you have any Scouts 

or Explorers who are interested please let us know. 

  

Friday Evening 28
th

 May to Monday 31
st
 May, 2010 

Limited activities for this weekend are included in the cost of the camp fees (with the 
ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ /ǳōŜέΤ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ΨǘŀǎǘŜǊΩ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ¢ǊƻƻǇǎ ŀǘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

price of £30 for 1½ hours / 10 people). 

Activities include: 
 
The Cube - High Ropes 
Course 
Climbing 
Canoeing 
Archery 
Five a Side 

Shooting 
Giant Games 
Camp Fire 
Badminton 
Pioneering 
Sedan Chair Race 

Film Show 
Volley Ball 
Low Ropes Course 
Orienteering 
Pedal Go Karts

The cost ς just the cost of your camp fees (£3.30 per person / per night). 

To get a booking form contact Linnet Clough on the details below. 

Medieval Night 

Our next Medieval Night is to be held on Saturday 20
th
 March at a cost of £30. This includes a 5 course 

banquet, ale, mead, wine and entertainment. All proceeds are for Boy Scouts of Kenya. 

2010 ς Early Bookings 

We have had a lot of early bookings this year so if you want to book a weekend in either the Barn Complex 

or Lynmouth Chalet in 2010 then you need to act quickly as both are booking up rapidly. We now only have 

7 weekends free in the Barn Complex this year. 

Linnet Clough can be contacted on 0161 427 1688 and linnetcloughcamp@aol.com 

mailto:linnetcloughcamp@aol.com
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Diary Dates 

March 

20th - Scout Proficiency Badge Day 
26th-28th - Japan Contingent Training Camp 
27th - Core Team Meeting 

April 

9th-11th - Explorer Challenge Hike 
10th-11th - APEX overnight challenge ï Explorers 
12th - DC Team Meeting 
16th-18th - WSJ Sweden 2011 Contingent 
Weekend 
17th - Explorer & Network Reception 
21st - Chief Scoutôs Gold Award Reception 
25th ï St Georges Day 

May 

8th - Linnet Clough Canoeing Course - Glossop 
Pool 
8th - County 6 aside competition - goto 
http://japan2010.org.uk/2010/01/6aside for more 
details 
9th - Linnet Clough Canoeing Course - Roman 
Lakes 
15th - Mega Team Meeting 
18th - Core Team Meeting 
22nd - Join-In-Japan Activity Day 
28th-31st - Activity Fest 

 

North West Commissioner 
The Scouting Association has recently announced 

the replacement for Chris Coleman as North West 

Region Commissioner is to be Chris Harris. 

Chris is a former Army Cadet Commandant and is 

brand new to Scouting. Chris has an extensive 

back ground working with young people as well as 

managing adults. He also brings a wide network 

with a variety of external bodies and agencies 

which will offer some exciting opportunities to the 

Region. 

Clearly Chris will have a lot to learn about our 

Organisation. This will be an early priority, during 

this time HQ will support Chris, and they ask for 

your help to support Chris's introduction to the 

movement. 

 
Activity Team Meeting 

The next meeting will be in the county office at 

20:00 on Wednesday 24th March. 

 Climbing workshop starts 4th March. 

 Basic hill walking 14th April & 18th April. 

 Security on steep ground 16th May 

 Kayaking 8th&9th May 

For further information go to the activity 

website: 

http://www.keithhampson.co.uk/activities/ 

activities.htm 
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