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Andrewôs piece: 
 
After months of waiting  and speculation we now know who our next Chief Scout will be. It 
was approved at the Council of the Scout Association last Sunday (17th May) that Bear 
Grylls will take over from Peter Duncan later this year. Bear, 34, is married with three sons 
and is internationally well-known as a professional adventurer , author, writer, motivational 
speaker, and television presenter.  He personifies challenge, adventure, teamwork, 
leadership, and goal-setting ï all these high on the list of Scoutingôs aspirations,  so who 
better to lead us forward over the next few years as Scouting continues to grow? Chris 
Wallace, our Countyôs Young Personôs rep on the Council of the Scout Association was at 
Sundayôs meeting and rang me immediately after the announcement to say that the news 
was very well received by the council and that Bear had demonstrated his enthusiasm for 
Scouting and said that he wants ñour young members to follow their dreamsò.  Certainly a 
man who walks the talk ï in 1998 he achieved his childhood dream to summit Mount 
Everest and in so doing became the youngest Briton, at 23, to achieve that. I have written 
to him offering our Countyôs congratulations and best wishes on his appointment and 
expressed the hope that he will visit the County in the not-too-distant future. 
 
The past few weeks have seen some notable county events proving once again that 
Scouting is thriving in GME.  In April we held a Reception evening for Explorer Scouts and 
Network members to be presented with their Chief Scoutôs Platinum and Diamond Awards, 
D of Eôs Gold Awards, and Queen Scout awards. Guests-of-Honour were Paralympics Gold 
medalist and Cub Scout Leader from Marple Matthew Walker, and former Scout Captain 
Daniel Hopwood ï both of whom spoke, very inspirationally, about the importance of 
Scouting in their lives and how it had helped them in their achievements, and to fulfill their 
dreams. Our County President, Lord Davies of Coity presented the certificates. The Scout 
section also held a Reception, on St Georgeôs Day, at Dukinfield Town Hall, to celebrate 
the presentation of Chief Scoutôs Awards to 37 members of the County who had achieved 
the highest award on the Scout section. The presentations were made by Jon Bintliff, from 
Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service (and also an Explorer Scout Leader) who 
also gave an amusing presentation on safety awareness. This month has also seen the 
official opening of the Cube at Linnet Clough by the Deputy Mayor of Stockport Councilor 
Stuart Corris ï a former Cub Scout Leader in Ladybrook Valley ï who was performing his 
first official function since being appointed Deputy Mayor two days previously. Network 
members enjoyed a successful Quiz night which was well attended by members from 
across the County, showing the strong Network foundations and boding well for the future 
under the leadership of our soon-to-be ïappointed County Scout Network Commissioner.  
 
And as I write this news form Claire Jarvis (ACC Beavers & Cubs) that there are now 1057 
Beavers, Cubs, and Leaders signed up for next monthôs Animania at Linnet Clough. What a 
day to remember that is going to be! 
 
Next yearôs County Explorer Expedition to Japan is gathering pace. The road show has 
now been to 6 Districts and over 70 young people have already signed up and paid their 
deposits, and we confidently expect to be taking a contingent of over 100. The 1

st 
 of July 

has been set for the deadline for receipt of applications. Enquiries to John King (ACC 
Scouts & Explorers). The County will also be running an Explorer Belt Expedition to 
Denmark in 2010 and the launch evening for this will be held on 24

th
 June at Leco 

Instruments in Hazel Grove (details from Expedition Leader Steve Tickle 
[explorer.belt@btinternet.com]). 
 
The dates for our County International Camp have finaly been set; they are Saturday 11

th
 

Saturday - 18
th
 August 2012. Detailed planning will begin shortly and further details will be 

issued in due course. In the meantime ï put the dates in your diaries. 
 
So another busy month, Letôs take to heart our new Chief Scoutôs wish and help our 
members fulfill their dreams. Enjoy your Scouting, so that our members enjoy theirs. 
 
Andrew Corrie 
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Record numbers of girls joining the Scout Movement in Greater Manchester East 
 
The census is in and the stats show that numbers are up. 
 
There are over 5,000 Scouts across the county; which includes growth of 4% on last year. The number of adult Leaders in 
the area is up 8%, helping us achieve the fastest rate of growth in adult membership for 23 years. 
 
We now have over 500 female Scouts, an increase of 24.3% on last year, meaning that over the past 12 months almost 
as many girls as boys in GME have signed up to the adventure based challenges of Scouting.  This year female 
membership in GME stands at over 1,000. This means that girls now account for 10% of all youth members of the Scout 
Movement in the region. 
 
But its not only female membership on the increase - the entire Movement, from 6 to 25 year olds, is expanding for the 
fourth year running. Total membership of the Movement across the UK stands at nearly 500,000, of which 6,000 are 
based in GME.  However, despite this impressive growth, demand still far outstrips supply and waiting lists remain at an 
all-time high due to the lack of adult volunteers. 
 
Here are some facts  
 

¶ None of our Leaders are paid ï they are all volunteers ï Honest 

¶ 44% of our Leaders are female. 

¶ 27% of volunteers help out in Scouting as they are a parent of a current member.  

¶ All our Leaders are covered by a comprehensive insurance policy while taking part in Scouting. 

¶ Over 200 activities are offered by Scouting around the UK, made possible by the efforts of 100,000 voluntary 
adult leaders. This has helped make scouting the largest co-educational youth Movement in the country. 

¶ Adults working in Scouting contribute in excess of 364 million hours of voluntary work each year to their local 
communities. 

¶ The number of volunteers working for Scouting is bigger than the combined workforces of the BBC (24,000) and 
McDonalds (67,000) put together. 

 
 

 

We are proud to announce that 88th Manchester's scout team came joint second in the Pike View Hike on 25th April. 
The event is organised by Bolton South District and runs from their campsite at Bibby's Farm near Rivington Pike. This 

year there were 72 teams (12 Explorer, 30 scouts & 30 Cub).  
 

The teams have to navigate between checkpoints and complete an activity / incident at each. The scout's event visited 
7 checkpoints and walked some 16Km. 

 
The photo of the team, shows from L-R Ivan Paul, Rhys Balston, Daniel Tiernan & Harry Jones, and SL Rowena Kidd is 

behind. 
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Bryan Clee 
 
Way back in the I 950ôs Bryanôs Rovers and mine used to be involved in events run by the Handforth Crew, SO when in 
the early 1970ôs Bryan offered to help with the Marple Orthopedic Hospital Scout Group it was an ideal situation. Having 
been previously involved in scouting at Alderley Edge and Heald Green his help was most appreciated, at what was a 
very challenging time for the hospitalôs scouts and cubs.  
So many happy memories of those days, such as the time we adapted his squash skills to playing badminton with the 
bedfast youngsters. As you can imagine this was not easy but great fun, especially the day Bryanôs overhead stroke took 
out one of the hospital lights. Scouting in hospitals is very different, especially for the long-term patients. So we decided 
that one such lad, Danny, ñneededò a model railway and that is what we built. This has now been developed into ñDannyôs 
Railway MK4ò giving much pleasure to many hundreds of kids over the years, mainly around the south of Manchester, a 
great reminder of both Bryan and Danny.  
When the hospital closed we went our separate ways with Bryan becoming an ADC in Goyt District. However our paths 
crossed again when after taking early retirement he became County Secretary and I at that time was part of the County 
Team. As a result visits to County Office in Faraday Street were occasions I looked forward to. The years rolled on and 
we both eventually retired from the Countyôs posts, but Bryan did not stop Scouting, in fact Linnet Clough became his 
second home. Here he worked with Carl, trying to make sense of the mountain of admin work that plagues us all these 
days and, at the same time, assist the Guide Association with financial matters. Even in his last weeks Scouting was an 
important part of his thinking. He was still bringing out ideas to improve the Movementôs facilities.  
It is said that a volunteer only lasts on average 6 months so Bryan, with over half a century of commitment to Scouting, 
just shows how different we are to other organisations. For me big events at the Clough will not be quite the same without 
Bryan standing along side Jack on the Registration table welcoming the visitors.  
Betty and the family wish to thank all his Scouting friends for their concern and support, especially over the past months. 

EEXXPPLLOORREERR  BBEELLTT  EEXXPPEEDDIITTIIOONN  DDEENNMMAARRKK  22001100  
 

 

Discover more about our next 

EEXXPPLLOORREERR  BBEELLTT  EEXXPPEEDDIITTIIOONN  DDEENNMMAARRKK  22001100  

Launch Evening on WEDNESDAY 24 JUNE 2009 AT 7.30 pm at 

Leco Instruments, Newby Road Industrial Estate 
Hazel Grove, Stockport, SK7 5DA 

 
Contact: Steve Tickle, Expedition Leader 

Email:  explorer.belt@btinternet.com 
Phone:  07710 243 057  
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International Experiences 
 
 
I have just finished reading this months addition of county life and have been inspired to write to you!  Currently 
I am working for the Danish Scout Association as a 'Give a year scout'. This is a volunteer/ employed position 
working for the Danish scouts for, you guessed it, a year! 
 
Anyways since the world Jamboree I have been living in Denmark working as a scout volunteer at three 
different centres and have travelled to a lot of other Scout centres around this part of Europe.  As a result I 
have quite a large network of contacts and information about international Scouting opportunities around this 
part of the world. I have been really lucky to experience this side of scouting and I was wondering how many of 
our 'gap-year' students or ódonôt know what to do with themselves for a while' Explorer and Network scouts 
know about these opportunities. 
 
There are many more International Scout centres than just Kandersteg!  Anyways I am here, loaded with info 
and advice.  When I started no one at HQ could answer my questions or give me any info so I would be happy 
to make things easier for anyone else who would like to try this crazy life style! 
 
Sarah Moores 
(105th Manchester Scout Group and EX Kudu unit assistant leader) 
 
 

Awards 
 
The following young people have gained their Queens Scout Award 
 
Nicholas Baker, 1st Bramhall 
Mark Strickland, Glossop Network. 
 
 
Congratulations also to the following leaders who receive the Medal of MERIT 

 

Michael Dolan, ACC Communications GME and AGSL 308th Manchester (St Clares RC) North Manchester 

Andrea Dolan, SL 308th Manchester (St Clares RC) North Manchester 
 
 
Climbers Badge for Scouts and Explorers 
 
We'll have an evening at Linnet Clough on Wednesday 3 June for basic instruction, intro to kit; belaying 
techniques etc., then a full day at Windgather doing as many routes as their fingertips can take on Saturday 
6th June. So, it's non residential and will cost only £5 per person. 
 
If you would like to attend please go to the Diary area of the web site and click on the Climbers badge for more 
details and an application form, 
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News from the Clough 

 

Weôre now at the beginning of May and the Camping season is now in full swing.  To support 

the campers the service crew and working parties have been putting the finishing touches to the 

site to make it ready for this year. 

 

The Shooting Range has been fully stoned so that it is cleaner and more user friendly at all times 

of the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Likewise the Archery Range has had a bit of a make over with a stone path 

both leading into and within the range. 

 

 

Probably the most noticeable (and also not so noticeable) change is the 

climbing wall.  Not only has the outside been fenced off and the stone 

walkways and activity area been completed, but the structure has had a full 

MOT and repairs. 

 

There are no areas that have been missed, even the office front has been given a boost with the area being 

tidied, stoned and a new notice board being erected. 

 

As with all work at the site we are very grateful to all who have given their time to support us in these 

improvements; if any of this as inspired you to volunteer to help either as part of the crew or as a working party 

please contact the site for more information. 
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Duke of Edinburghôs Awards achieved in GME from April 2008 to March 2009 

 
Congratulations to all of them.  

 

Unit/Group  Bronze  Silver Gold 

1
st
 Dinting Daniel Fawley 

David Smith 

Daniel Brown 

Meg Finn 

Jack Monaghan 

 

Rachel Phillips 

Samuel Greenaway 

Thomas Greenaway 

 

Henry Procter 

Gabi Brown 

1
st
 Hazel 

Grove 

Daniel Goodwin 

Ryan Grinyer 

Robert Johnson 

Tom Holt 

John Harrington 

Ryan Spencer 

Olivia Cohen 

Hannah Mottershead 

 

 Matthew Greeling 

Andrew Sedgwick 

North 

Manchester 

Mark Hollingworth 

Amy Cummings 

Jade Moore 

Simon Robinson 

Reece Vickers 

Victoria Fullen 

Liam Loco 

 

Richard Kerwin Adam Raftery 

Morgan Lister  

Manchester 

SSAGO 

 

 

 

 

 William Carr 

Jenny Pemberton 

Andrew McLennan 

3
rd

 Hazel 

Grove 

Megan Nelson 

Rob Massey 
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The Official Opening of the Cube 
  

The Cube was officially opened on Thursday 14
th
 

May at Linnet Clough by the Deputy Mayor of 

Stockport Councillor Stuart Corris ï a former Cub 

Scout Leader in Ladybrook Valley ï who was 

performing his first official function since being 

appointed Deputy Mayor two days previously. 

 

There was a good turn out for the evening and as 

you can see below Stuart had a little go whilst he 

was around.  Carl would like to thank everyone who 

helped out and made the event a sucess 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thatôs it from County Life this month. The issue was delayed to make sure we got the 
Chief Scout appointment in but we will be back to normal come June, so if you have 
anything you would like to get in the next issue please contact me - Nick at 
countylife@gmescouts.org.uk - also please countinue to look at the web site on a daily 
basis and give us any feedback, the more we know the better we communicate 
 
Communications Team 

 

mailto:countylife@gmescouts.org.uk

