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Adventurous Activities News
Winter skills workshop

The Activities Team recently held a very successful winter skills workshop which was attended
by 6 leaders and three instructors, it was enjoyed so much that there are calls for another next
year. Here is a short report from Keith Hampson....

The first county Winter skills workshop was held at Aberfeldy with the mountain sessions being held in the
Ben Lawer area (Loch Tay).

The first day we had to contend with very high winds and driving spindrift, it was quite a good day for
Scotland though as there was a view. We managed to cover all the basic techniques needed for travelling
in snow using ice axe and crampons before we decided the excessive wind chill was too great and retired
to the hostel to warm up.

The following day dawned one of those very rare days in Scotland, a clear, sunny and calm day. We put
most of the skills learned the previous day to good use on our assent of Meall nan Tarmichan at 1044m,
which was the first "winter Munro” for all but the instructors.

There will be a more comprehensive report on the website once everyone's photos are collated.
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Adventurous Activities News cont....
Dates for the diary

Activity Team Meeting
The next activity team meeting will be held at county office in Reddish on 2nd April at 20:00,

Please can all districts ensure at least one person attends

Climbing
Artificial wall workshop at Linnet Clough 14 & 21 May at 1900.

Hill walking
Basic hill walking (terrain 1) workshop to get you ready for an assessment 18th June at 1900 county
office. Practical day on the fells, Sunday 21st June. Contact Keith for a place.
Terrain 2 security on steep ground workshop. 12th July.

Please note that there is an administration charge of £5 for all workshops.

For more details about the activities team gototh e County web site and follow the links or go direct ly
to their web site at...

http://www.keithhampson.co.uk/activities/activities.htm
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WOOD
BADGE

Congratulations to the following adult leaders who have recently been awarded their wood badges,

Daniel Kenny, Chris Plumb, Mark Statham, Anna Togna relli and Matthew Walker.

More Congratulations......

It seems that every month we have people from all over the County achieving great things, this month is no
exception.

Andrew Sidgwick and Matthew Goodwin  both of 1st Hazel Grove, Ladybrook

Valley, have gained their Queens Scout Award (the highest training award

available for our youth members). This is a fantastic achievement and your hard

work and dedication is greatly admired. Well done to you both.

Thanks to Joanne Charlton for sending in the details Ed

Even More Congratulations......

Well done to Gabi Brown from 1st Dinting Explorers

for gaining your D of E Gold Award.
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EXPLORER SCOUT and NETWORK
AWARDS RECEPTION ~
Saturday 18 ™ April 2009

We are holding an Awards Reception Evening for Explorer Scouts and Network members who have recently
gained their Chief Scout’'s Platinum or Diamond Awards, Queen’s Scout Award and/or Duke of Edinburgh
Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards.

Explorer Scouts and Network members receiving awards are each invited to bring along two guests plus Unit
Leaders. The event is to be held at St George's Church, Windmill Lane, Dane Bank commencing at 7.45pm
and will include a hotpot supper. If you have any members who wish to attend please contact your DESC or
local Network administrator.

Names to be submitted to County Office with award details not later than 31% March 2009

Full details will be distributed to those attending the Reception in due course.

For further information, please contact John Dawson (ACC Programme)
Tel: 07726 170875 e-mail: programme@gmescouts.org.uk

Issue 6, March 2009



The entertainment this year is going to build on the success of previous years. This year The Gathering has a
Children’s TV theme for the whole weekend, there will be prizes for the best (and worst) costumes from the
whole weekend.

Friday Night

Will be your night to entertain everyone, with karaoke on the main stage. This year we have a larger selection
of music for you to choose from.

Saturday Night

There will be a monster live band for you, playing classic tracks from the 60's thru to the present day!

Sunday Night

Sunday night we will be having prizes for the best costumes from the weekend and various other prizes, there

will be entertainment on stage and all this will be topped off with a Disco to end the evening.

While all this is going on the Trough 'n' Off and the Bar will be open serving you with all the food and drink you

need at a very reasonable price.

For more details visit the County website or the event website at

www.networkgathering.westlancashirescouts.org.uk/

Activities available include
ARCHERY - CANADIAN CANOEING - BREWERY TRIP - CRAFTS - GT HIGH LEVEL ROPES COURSE -
GYHLL SCRAMBLING - HIGH LEVEL SCRAMBLING - HIGH LEVEL MOUNTAIN WALKING - HORSE
RIDING - KAYAKING - LOW LEVEL MOUNTAIN WALKING - MOUNTAIN Bl KING - ROCK CLIMBING —
SAILING - SEA KAYAKING - SHOOTING
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Explorer Scout Leader In

Wilmslow Triathlon

Dave Cracknell, an Explorer Scout Leader from Offerton @%
Explorers and a Firefighter from Stockport, will be taking ez ek g e 2ek anileban

part in the Wilmslow Triathlon to raise money for Wish
Upon A Star based in Stockport. Wish Upon a Star grant
wishes for children with terminal illnesses.

Dave will be joined by Kev Downey and the pair will be
doing the race in three different fancy dress costumes, they
will be dressed as mermaids for the swim, a Bernie Clifton
ostrich for the run and they are doing the bike ride on a
tandem bike in their fire gear and B.A. sets!!
If you would like to support Dave in his fund raising please
get in touch with him at Offerton Explorers or through
County office, It's a fantastic effort and for a very good

cause.

Message from the Editor

A big thank you to all those who have contributed to this months ‘County Life’, we've had lots of varied material
so please keep it up.

Remember to visit the web site or pop in to County office on any Monday evening and If you have any

suggestions for improvements to County Life or any other comments please let me Know.

Thanks again, Nick Steciuk
Countylife@gmescouts.org.uk

Ps. If you're coming to the nights away training | see you there!
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