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Andrews’ Bit . . . 
There is one word which we will all use more over the next 

three or four weeks than at any time during the rest of the 

year -  in fact  probably as much this month as in the whole 

of the rest of the year put together.  

 

The word?  

 

HAPPY. –  
 

as we wish people a variety of seasons greetings. Being 

happy doesn’t mean we have to be on a “high” every minute 

of our waking day – there will be times when things get to 

us, and we are beset by challenges and difficulties. But 

throughout all of that we can still be happy.  In Scouting as 

in every other part of our lives. For example, if we are ill we 

can be happy at the love and support of those who are 

looking after us. Happiness is the joy of knowing the good 

things in life and the delight of doing good.in our lives. 

So in wishing all members, supporters, and friends across 

the County a very Happy Christmas, and Happy New 

Year, my hope for us all for 2009 is that we all have 

HAPPY SCOUTING. 

 

Andrew Corrie 

County Commissioner    

 

 

What’s in this Issue ?...  
 
Peddle Power Speed 
Demons... 
 
Music to your Ears ... 

Morris Dancing Beavers!... 

All the Presodents men ... 

Special Awards ... 

Winter Camp 2009 ... 

Facebook- know the rules... 
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NATIONAL SCOUT & GUIDE 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

 
 

Have you heard of this orchestra?  
 

. . . Some say it is the “Best Kept Secret ” of the Scout Association! 
               The Orchestra has actually been in e xistence for over 32 years!! 
 
Application forms can be downloaded from our website to enroll for the 2009 orchestra 
course in Chester:                                

http://www.nsgso.org.uk  
 

A one week residential course with full board will be held from Sunday pm. 2nd August 
– 9th August am. at a cost of £350.00. 
 

Participants must be:   
 

�  Scouts and Guides 
�  13-25 years of age  
�  Proficient players of orchestral 

instruments (min. Grade 5) 
 
A professional orchestral conductor and support by professional tutors. Intensive 
rehearsals are interspersed with varied sports and leisure activities. 
 

NSGSO members gain not only orchestral skills to develop their creative talent, but 
also the fun and friendship which are integral parts of Scouting and Guiding. 
 

Public Performances: 
Friday 7th August and Saturday 8th August in the area  
 
The music to be played will be varied and challenging. Recent courses have included 
Holst’s Suite “The Planets”, Shostakovich’s Symphony No5 Op47, Grieg’s “Peer Gynt”, 
Tchaikovsky’s “The Nutcracker”, Bizet’s L’Arlésienne Suites 1&2 and Copland’s 
“Rodeo” 
 
The course is administered by the Scout Association in conjunction with Girlguiding UK 
 

Application forms can be downloaded from:  www.nsgso.org.uk  
Enquiries to the Organiser:  E-mail: djnsgso@yahoo.co.uk  
 
  
 



Issue 4, December 2008 

 

The Group has stepped up a gear in our racing this year 

by competing in 3 rounds of the British Pedal Car 

Championships!, the highlight being racing at the World 

famous circuit at Silverstone. 

 

Mark Hollingsworth, William Hall, Jonathon Bentham and 

Johnathon Collett,TomDoyle and Scott Jarman have 

proved they can mix it with the best and finished well up 

the league. 

 

Our over 14s team of Matthew McCormick, Andrew 

Sutton, Emma Jade Hall and Josh Nolan finished a 

creditable 4th in their league.  

 

Our first trophy in the British Pedal Car Championships 

came when our under 14s team of Katy Hollingsworth, 

Joe Powell, Naomi Sutton, John White, Alex Kennedy 

and Becky Collett finished on the podium in second 

place in their league a Great End to the season. 

 

The Group are hoping to take part in more races next 

season and are looking at the 24 Hour Le Mans Race 

which will be held on the Shennington Go Kart Track in 

June.  

 

Our success would not be possible without the 

help of the Youth Opportunities Fund and the 

many volunteers to numerous to mention but you 

know who you are!/ 

                                                                                               

We are very proud of is being part in a photo 

shoot for the Newspapers, a Radio Broadcasts for 

the BBC Radio Manchester and appearing on TV 

on Channel M News! At half term we promoted 

Scouting in over 24,000 copies of the Blackley 

Guardian, and 250,000 listeners to BBC Radio 

Manchester. The teams also attended an Oscars 

Evening for the Youth Opportunity Fund . 

 

Any Groups who are interested in Racing please 

give me a ring or email me as I am bringing the 

National Scoutcar Championships to Manchester 

in 2010 and would  

 

Gary Hollingsworth 

105th Manchester Scoutcar Racing Team 

07970-885394 

gary@hollingsworth328.wanadoo.co.uk 

Thanks to a grant from the Youth 

Opportunity Fund, the Group has had 

their most successful season in Pedal 

Car Racing date, coming away from 

Blackpool as multi champions as well 

as having the fastest driver on the day 

in Mark Hollingsworth. Gary 

Hollingsworth takes up the story... 
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COUNTY 500 CLUB WINNERS 
The County 500 Club is drawn at the end of each County Executive meeting and below are the most recent 
lucky winners, congratulation and thank you for supporting GME Scouts. 

 
July 

Ken Sever and Peter Pilbeam  
 

August 
Trevor Kimm and Geoff Rawson 

 
September 

Mrs Wilkie and Matthew Seel 
 

October 
Graham Avison and Dr Beswick 

 
November 

Jack Hewitt and Keith Frazer. 
 

 
If you would like to take part in the 500 club, please contact any member of the County core team or County 

office. 
 

 
 

 

Winter Skills weekend 
6-8TH February 2009  

The w/e is open to Leaders who hold a minimum of a summer T1 hill walking permit. What we cover over the w/e 
will depend on what experience the group has, this will determine whether only basics are covered or if we get 
onto rope work on steep ground to. All crampons, ice axes and helmets can be hired if you don't have your own. 
This w/e will also be an opportunity for those waiting for a winter assessment to be assessed. 
 
There will be a theory evening, where gear will be handed out and adjusted. 
This will be on Thursday Jan 29th. 
 
The venue will be at the Adventurers Escape Self Catering Hostel, Aberfeldy 
http://www.adventurers-escape.co.uk/accommodation.html 
 
The cost will be £35 for accommodation + equipment hire at £5 per item, it does not include transport or food. It 
will be a self catering w/e, there is a pub/hotel adjacent to the complex where an evening meal can be 
purchased. 
 
We will endeavour to ensure as much car sharing takes place as possible. 
 
If you are interested please read this link and fill in the application 
form. Space is limited to 12. 
http://www.keithhampson.co.uk/activities/winterskills/winterskills.htm 
 
Keith Hampson 
0161 442 8334 
(G.M.E. ACC Activities) 
http://www.keithhampson.co.uk/activities/activities.htm 
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GME SCOUTS AND EXPLORERS 
OUT AND ABOUT CHALLENGE 

 

 
The ‘Out & About’ Challenge is available to Scouts & Explorer Scouts in Greater Manchester East. 
 
There are 6 separate badges to be gained in this Challenge:- 

·  The ‘GME County Scouts’ badge is awarded on signing up for the award. 
·  Stage 1 = Complete any 6 of the challenges. 
·  Stage 2 = Complete Badge 1 and then complete a further 8 different challenges. 
·  Stage 3 = Complete Badge 2 and then complete a further 10 different challenges. 
·  Stage 4 = Complete all 36 challenges. 
·  The ‘Out & About’ badge is awarded upon completing of all the above. 

 
Badges worn on right sleeve – below Group Award 
 
Stage 1 badge is presented by the Scout Leader. 
Stage 2 badge is presented by ADC, DC. 
Stage 3 badge is presented by ACC Scouts & Explorers. 
Stage 4 badge is presented by County Commissioner. 
 
To register your Scouts for this Camping Challenge, all you have to do is send this form, with £1.50 (cheques payable to “GMECSC”) 
to:  John Dawson, 11 Windermere Road, High Lane, Stockport. SK6 8AH 
 
You will receive a Camping Log, full details of the Challenges, the ‘GME County Scouts’ badge, together with Stages 1 & 2 badges (to 
be presented in due course). 
When a Scout or Explorer Scout completes Stage 3 or higher, please contact John Dawson to make arrangements for the additional 
badges to be presented. 
 
E-mail: programme@gmescouts.org.uk    Web: www.gmescouts.org.uk  
 
-------� ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
REGISTRATION FORM - GME OUT & ABOUT CHALLENGE 
 
I enclose £_____ (£1.50 per ‘Out & About Challenge’). Please send the Log Card, full details of the Challenge, and initial badges to: 
 
Leaders Name:  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Post Code:  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Troop:   ________________________________________________________________ 
 
District:   ________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail:   ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Tel.:  ________________________________________________________________ 
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OUT AND ABOUT CHALLENGE 
 

 
 
Minimum 1 night each of the following (each night counts towards 1 challenge only ) 
 

1. Camp at 1 degree Celsius or below 
2. Camp below 500 metres as part of a hike or expedition 
3. Camp outside England 
4. Camp on an island 
5. Camp as part of organised patrol camp 
6. Camp at Linnet Clough 
7. Camp in a bivouac 
8. Camp jointly with Cub Scouts 
9. Camp at a District, County, or national event 
10. Camp as part of an Activity Badge or Challenge Award 
11. Camp as part of an expedition on water 
12. Camp as part of an expedition on bikes 
13. Camp as part of an incident challenge 
14. Camp with another Troop 
15. Camp outside the British Isles 
16. Camp at Gilwell Park, Brownsea Island or at an International Scout Event 
17. Camp with your troop for 5 consecutive nights 
18. Camp as part of a community service/conservation project 
19. Camp jointly with Explorer Scouts 
20. Camp at another District or County Campsite 
21. Camp at sea level 
22. Camp at least 2 metres above the ground 
23. Camp with another Youth Organisation 
24. Camp with a new recruit you have brought to Scouts 
25. Camp in a forest 
26. Camp as part of an activity to promote Scouting 
27. Camp in a type of tent you have not used before 
28. Camp in an unusual place 
29. Camp near a historical ruin 
30. Camp in the snow 
31. Camp beside a lake 
32. Camp in a garden other than your own 
33. Camp out eating only dehydrated/lightweight/survival foods for at least 2 meals 
34. Camp out under the stars 
35. Camp on a beach 
36. Camp with someone who has never camped before 
 

There are 6 separate badges to be gained in this Challenge:- 
·  The ‘GME County Scouts’ badge is awarded on signing up for the award. 
·  Stage 1  = Complete any 6 of the challenges. 
·  Stage 2  = Complete Badge 1 and then complete a further 8 different challenges. 
·  Stage 3  = Complete Badge 2 and then complete a further 10 different challenges. 
·  Stage 4  = Complete all 36 challenges. 
·  The ‘Out & About’ badge is awarded upon completing of all the above. 

 
Badges worn on right sleeve – below Group Award 
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Debbie Gallagher from Manchester South District has been appointed as the UK Assistant Contingent Leader 
for the Roverway 2009 expedition to Iceland next summer.    
 
Roverway 2009 is an International Scout and Guiding event that takes place in Iceland from 20–28 July 2009.    

·  The event is open to participants between 16-22 years of age.  
·  From 20–25 July participants will complete a four day expedition along one of several routes across 

Iceland.  
·  From 25–28 July participants and IST members gather at Úlfljótsvatn Scout Centre, 50km from 

Reykjavik.  
·  For those aged 23 or over, places are available on the International Service Team (IST).  

How to get involved  

·  Contingent registration is now open, participants must register for Roverway in teams of 5-15 people.  
·  One team member must be over 18. This can be a Leader of over 22 years of age.  
·  To build a team, speak to your local Explorer Scout Units and Scout Network members. Start local and 

build up interest.  
·  You can also register as an individual or small groups. The UK Participant fee is £480, exclusive of air 

travel.    
·  The UK IST fee is £350, exclusive of air travel. 

For more information go to www.scouts.org.uk/roverway or contact Debbie on 07734 882 685. 

FACEBOOK - KNOW THE RULES !!  
 Hands up who’s on Facebook – if you are answering what’s facebook? 

then go and ask any Scout or Explorer to explain.  If you are, then you 

will appreciate how wonderful it can be for keeping in touch and sharing 

photos of what you are up to.  However please think carefully about what 

the photos are saying about your scouting activities. Do they promote 

the principles of scouting? And do they follow the Yellow Card guidance 

to the letter? Would you be happy for your non-scouting friends to 

consider the images to be a good representation of what scouting is all 

about?  It’s amazing how much a nosey person can find out about you or 

more importantly the young people in your group, from following tags 

and info in photo comments.   

I’ve no idea how I’ve ended up in some of the albums I’ve looked at.  For more guidance from the Scout 

Association on internet, mobile phone and cyber know how follow this link  

We’ll be exploring this and other cyber safety issues at the County Conference next Autumn so please 

keep reading County Life and checking the website. 

Kay Broughton ACC (Adult Support) 
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SPECIAL AWARDS 
 

The County team are delighted to announce that on 27th November 2008, the Chief Scout announced 
that the following members of Greater Manchester East Scouts have been awarded the following 
special award. Congratulations and thank you to you all. 
 
THE MEDAL FOR MERITORIOUS CONDUCT 
 
Matthew Benedict Walker,  Assistant Beaver Scout Leader  1st Marple Scouts Goyt 
 
‘In recognition of his tremendous achievements on w inning five medals in the Beijing Paralympics, his 
commitment and determination to overcome his disabi lity and continue Scouting is a true example to 
others.’ 
 
BAR TO THE AWARD FOR MERIT  
 
Andrew Oldham, District Explorer Scout Administrator Cheadle and District 
 
AWARD FOR MERIT 
 
Tame Valley District 
 
Mrs Brenda Joy Armitt,  Beaver Scout Leader  2nd Dukinfield 
Mrs Irene Ball,   Beaver Scout Leader   5th / 7th Dukinfield 
Miss Toni Ford,  Cub Scout Leader   2nd Dukinfield 
Mrs Sandra Harrison,  Ass Beaver Scout Leader 8th Stalybridge 
John Henry Littlehales,  Cub Scout Leader   5th / 7th Dukinfield 
Philip William Richardson,  Cub Scout Leader   1st Mossley 
Glyn Smith,    Scout Leader   5th Stalybridge 
Mrs Nicholette Smith,   Group Scout Leader  5th Stalybridge 
Andrew Stone,   Scout Leader   2nd Stalybridge 
Mrs Patricia Walker,   Beaver Scout Leader  8th Stalybridge 
 
Medvale (North Manchester) District 
 
Mrs Kay Broughton,  District Explorer Scout Leader 

Explorer Scout Leader 
Assistant County Commissioner(Adult Support) 
County Training Manager 

 
Rodney Stuart Simpson, Ass Cub Scout Leader  248th Manchester (Hope Methodist) 
 
Roy Wood,   Cub Scout Leader  248th Manchester (Hope Methodist) 
 
Mrs Susan Ann Heald, Cub Scout Leader  199th Manchester North Manchester 
 
Cheadle & District 
 
Mrs Jacqueline Metcalfe, Beaver Scout Leader  7th Cheadle Hulme  



Issue 4, December 2008 

 

2009 County Trip to Switzerland 
21st to 30th August 2009 
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This a reminder about the County expedition for 

Scouts to the International Scout Centre at 

Kandersteg in Switzerland next Summer 2009. 

ALL Troops from around the County are 

welcome and travel will be by coach with Scouts 

spending six full days taking part in activities at 

Kandersteg, some of which will be of a high-

adventure nature. 

Accommodation at Kandersteg will be in tents 

with full board provided. 

Places are still available for Scouts and Leaders 

and can be secured with a deposit of only £50 

per person, the total cost will be £550 and will 

include:- 

All travel, Camp fees, Meals, A full 

programme of activities and  excursions and  

full travel insurance. 

 

Places are limited and will be available on a 

‘first come first served’ basis so please book 

early to avoid disappointment. 

 

 

A number of groups have visited Kandersteg 

this Summer and had a fantastic time, this trip 

could give YOUR GROUP a great opportunity 

to enjoy a fantastic international scouting 

experience. 

 

Full details and a booking form are available 

to download on the County web site. 

 

REMEMBER.... BOOK EARLY 

! 
 

 

COUNTY OFFICE 

The core team are currently 

reviewing the operation of 

 County Office, and what we 

need from it. In the meantime, 

as from 5th January 2009, 

County Office will be open from 7.00pm until 

9.00pm every Monday. The County 

Commissioner, or a member of the Core Team 

will be present.  

Telephone calls, emails, and personal callers will 

be most welcome! 

Congratulations to 
 

Jenny Pemberton, Manchester SSGO 
Adam Raftery, North Manchester Explorers 
Morgan Lister, North Manchester Explorers 

  
for gaining your  

 

Duke of Edinburgh Gold Awards 
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LINNET CLOUGH SCOUT CAMPSITE 
Friday Evening 23 rd January to Sunday 25 th January, 2009 

 
Once again we invite all Scouts and leaders to our highly popular annual Greater Manchester East Scouts 
Winter Camp Weekend packed full of both indoor and outdoor activities.  As in previous years, we shall be 
visiting the Avondale Leisure Centre on the Saturday evening for swimming etc., so make sure your Scouts 
bring their swimming togs and indoor trainers with them. 
 
Perhaps a chance to gain your Polar Bear badge if the temperature overnight dips below freezing!  or will it be 
very muddy and we will have to re-introduce the Hippo award? 
 

·  All campers to bring their own food and cooking equipment 
·  Wood fires are permitted, but please also use other cooking arrangements 
·  At least one Adult Leader per Troop to camp with Scouts and to assist with activities 
·  Assistance with transport to the Sports Centre on the Saturday evening will be required – fuel cost to be 

reimbursed 
 
Cost per Scout: £8.25 inclusive of all activities, camp fees, badge, hot drinks and filling of hot water bottles!! 
 
To take part please complete and return the attached Booking Form to the address shown below together with 
a deposit of £5 per Scout NOT LATER THAN Saturday 17th January, 2009. Cheques made payable to 
‘GMECSC’. 
 
Please complete and return the form below and send with your deposit to John Dawson, Greater 
Manchester East County. 
 
John Dawson 
11 Windermere Road, High Lane, Stockport. SK6 8AH 
Tel: 0161 221 3869  /  07726 170875    E-mail: programme@gmescouts.org.uk    Web: www.gmescouts.org.uk  
 
…� ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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TROOP:   _____________________________________________________ 
LEADER’S NAME:  _____________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS:   _____________________________________________________ 
   _____________________________________________________ 
POST CODE:   _____________________________________________________ 
TEL. NO:   _____________________________________________________ 
E-MAIL ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________ 
TOTAL NUMBER of LEADERS:   ___________ 
TOTAL NUMBER of SCOUTS:   ___________ 
SPARE TRANSPORT PLACES FOR SATURDAY EVENING:  ___________ 
 
I enclose deposit of £___ being £5 per Scout attending. (Cheques made payable to GMECSC) 
 
Signed _______________________________   Date _________________________ 
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Unless you’ve been lost in a forest for the last few weeks (in which case, you 

really should brush up on your map reading), you’ll be more than aware that 

Barack Obama has made history by becoming the first black President of the 

United States. 

 

What you’re probably less aware of is the fact that Obama is the latest in a long 

line of talented individuals who developed some of their skills through Scouting.  

 

Alongside the likes of Tony Blair, Natasha Kaplinsky, Harrison Ford, Richard Branson, Paul McCartney and… 

erm, Ainsley Harriot, Obama can claim to be one of a number of Scouts who have gone on to extraordinary 

achievements. He is also becomes the eighth US President to have been a Scout. 

 

Obama’s Scouting began when his family moved from his birthplace of Hawaii to Indonesia, where he joined 

Gerakan Pramuka; The Indonesian Scout Association.  

 

Rully Dasaad, a childhood friend of Obama’s, picks up the story, ‘He was a good hearted kid. We played 

together everyday during that time. We joined the Scouts together, [there] we learned how to use rope for 

building a camp tent, went climbing and did many other things…’ 

Obama left the Indonesian Scouts in 1972 when his family moved backed to Hawaii and the rest, as they say, 

is history.  
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MORRIS DANCING BEAVERS ! 
1st High Lane Beavers and Cubs meet The Powderkegs 

 
Here are 1st High Lane Beavers and some of the Cubs 
learning the tradition of Border Morris Dancing from the 
PowderKegs from Whaley Bridge. 
 
By the time the Cubs arrived for their meeting, the 
Beavers had already learned all the moves and were 
ready to teach the Cubs a thing or two! 
 
The PowderKegs take the inspiration for their name, 
costumes and black faces from the Gunpowder factory 
that was at Fernilee before the valley was flooded to 
make the reservoir that supplies Manchester’s water. 
 
Many thanks to Yvonne and Mandy for organising such a 
great night and to the PowderKegs for giving up their 
time to demonstrate their traditions to the Beavers and 
Cubs. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
To 

Laurence Cohen & Michael Lees of 1st Hazel Grove 
Adam Raftery, 308th Manchester, North 

Morgan Lister, 434th Manchester 
 

for recently gaining their  
 

‘Queens Scout Award’  

Message from the Editor  

Yet again I’d like to thanks all those who have contributed to this months ‘County Life’, we’ve had lots of varied 

material so please keep it up. There won’t be an issue of County Life in January but I would be happy to receive any 

contributions for February (issue 5) maybe we could make it a bumper edition! 

Please send your articles to me at gmecountylife@yahoo.co.uk  

 
We’ve has some great feedback (both good and bad) so thanks for that also, I would also like to wish 

everybody a fantastic festive period and a great new year of Scouting. 

Best wishes to you all 


